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Present:		Chad White, Dist. 4  (Chair) 		Kevin N. Brown, Dist. 2	 
Mike Sprott, Dist. 1(Vice Chair)		Larry “Frankie” Jernigan, Dist. 8		
Travis M. Bishop, Dist. 6 		Ralph Segars, Dist. 7
     
Staff: 		Terri Cribb, Director			Wayne Yarborough, Planner II
Paula Newton, Planner III 		Julie Ritz, Planner I

Absent:		William Hudson, Dist. 3			Wes Woodard, Dist 5

Guests:		Burt Jordan (Developer) 		Jim LaPann (Verizon Wireless)

Public Hearing Participants:  None		

	In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was provided to the local news media and persons requesting information.

I.  PUBLIC HEARING – Birdsnest Communication Tower -- Chairman Chad White opened the Public Hearing for comments at 5:30 p.m.  As there was no one present who wished to speak to this proposed tower, the hearing was closed at 5:30 p.m.

II. CALL TO ORDER – Chairman Chad White called the regularly scheduled meeting the Darlington County Planning Commission to order on Tuesday, January 20, 2018, at 5:30 p.m.

III.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All stood and recited The Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

IV.  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – None
(Maximum of 2 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

V. PERSONAL APPEARANCES – Mr. Burt Jordan
(Maximum of 10 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

Chairman White called for this agenda item and invited Mr. Jordan to the podium.
· Mr. Burt Jordan (Comments began at 5:31 p.m. and ended at 5:41 p.m.)

Mr. Burt Jordan introduced himself.  He stated he is a resident of Darlington County and a Real Estate Broker.  

(This potential subdivision is located on the east side of Timmonsville Hwy, immediately contiguous to the north of Crickintree Subdivision.)  Mr. Jordan stated the reason that he wanted to appear before the Commission was to express some concerns he was having with the County Planning Commission on getting a potential subdivision approved.  He stated it started in February 2017.  He stated he had gotten extensions and extensions and extensions.  He didn’t know if the Commission was aware or not, but the Ordinance was put into effect in 1985 and was unique (as he has been told by someone else) to Darlington County, and that no other county has any ordinance like this one. Mr. Jordan also stated that the ordinances were prohibitive to building a subdivision in Darlington County.  He said that there were engineering firms in Florence that have told him personally that they will not do a subdivision in Darlington County because of the red tape.  He stated that they could not close on the property until the subdivision was approved and they were scheduled to close in March (15th), and that this was the 3rd time closing had been moved. He stated the concern is that three of the owners are in their 80’s and were not in the best of health, and that one of the owner’s had lost his wife recently.  He stated that the person buying it was not going to pay for it until he gets approval from the County.  He stated that something needs to be done about this situation that started in 1985 and is unique to Darlington County.  He stated they could verify it and that there was no other county that has these restrictions, or that what he was told.  He stated again it was a difficult situation.  He stated that if it closed in March that it would have taken over a year.  He stated that if the Commissioners had questions he would try to answer them.

When asked by Chairman White why it had taken over a year, Mr. Jordan responded that he did not know.  He stated that the engineer stated that if the proposed subdivision had been in Conway that it would have been approved months ago.  Mr. Jordan stated that he knew the engineer did not know how to follow the rules exactly here in Darlington, and it has been difficult.  Mr. Jordan stated he had talked with the engineer at Pee DEE COG.  He stated she stated she did not have any authority.  He stated he was not blaming anybody in particular, just blaming the system.   

He stated he did not know how many subdivisions had been started in Darlington County.  He stated as far as he knew he did not think one had been approved except the one near Trinity school in a number of years but there may have been more, but that he didn’t know about them.  He stated this proposed subdivision is out on 340 near DeWitt Acres is located, and that it was 35 lots.  He stated it would be a nice subdivision once it gets started.  He just didn’t understand why it was taking this period of time.  He stated he was not making any accusations about who’s fault it is, but it had to be somebody’s.  

He stated the seller was just like everybody else, and it was taking a year to get their funds.  

Commissioner Segars stated that there must be a specific reason why there are issues with the ordinance and he wanted to know the primary cause or issue with the ordinance.

Mr. Jordan stated that from what he understood it was written in 1985 and it is unique for Darlington County.  He stated he understand from others that it is the only County in the State that has this ordinance.  He also stated that part of the problem was the Darlington County did not have an engineer (on staff).    He stated that the engineer at COG was nice and professional, and again stated that she said she didn’t have any authority. He stated that it would appear that the County would like to get some growth in the County.  He stated that the population didn’t seem to be growing.    Mr. Jordan stated he didn’t know what the situation is or issues are.

Mr. Jordan stated he wanted to bring this to the Planning Commission’s attention.  He stated he did not know what would happen in March if it is not finished.  But, if not finished, it is going to be an issue.  

Chairman White asked who their engineer was, and Mr. Jordan responded Amber Wall of Wall Engineering in Conway, SC. and that she had to learn.  Chairman White requested Mr. Jordan ask his engineer to write a letter and explain what the problem is from her viewpoint.  Mr. Jordan responded that she would probably write a letter, or a book, because it has been difficult.  He again stated she had not been able to follow things.  He stated she had told him herself – and that he had met with her and the County and the Staff – and she told him at that time that if this had been in Horry County she would have been finished in 90 days.  Mr. Jordan stated the person that could explain the issues to the Planning Commissioners would be Staff and Sandy at Pee Dee COG.  Mr. Jordan stated there was nothing that he could do, because he had tried.  He stated that the property owners were frustrated with the whole thing.  

Chairman White stated that if there was something particular about the ordinance that was causing a problem, the Commission would be glad to hear from them and see if there could be a determination that something needs to change.  But, just to say that the whole thing is a problem, he didn’t know how to address that.

Mr. Jordan interrupted and stated that Commissioner Sprott knew some of the issues with the ordinance.  Commissioner Sprott stated that the Ordinance was in line with some of the others, and that was why he didn’t understand Mr. Jordan’s comments that it is the only unique ordinance in SC.  Mr. Jordan responded that he had been told that and he couldn’t swear to it.  He stated emphatically again that he had been told it was the only one in the state, and it was adopted in 1985.  Commissioner Sprott stated it had been there a long time, and that he knew Retired Director Reimold was working on changes to that ordinance, but did not know the status. 

Commissioner Sprott asked Staff if they had asked for any ordinances from other counties.  Staff responded in the affirmative.  Commissioner Sprott stated that it was in the works and the Commission could look at it.  Commissioner Sprott stated it would be nice if Ms. Wall or Mrs. Watford at Pee Dee COG or someone else could provide information as to what is out of line with other counties and what can be done to address it.  Commissioner Sprott stated that the Commission could only review and recommend to County Council, not change the ordinance.

Mr. Jordan stated he intended to go to County Council and he stated he wished the Commission would bring it to County Council.  He stated the ordinance affected his livelihood.  He stated he didn’t make any money until it closes.  

Chairman White stated that if he could have someone who specifically knows what the problem is and what the County can do to make it better that they would be glad to look at it and make recommendations to Council.  Mr. Jordan stated he thought he could contact the lady down in Conway and she would say what the issue are and that he knew that Sandy out at Pee De COG knew what the issues are.  He stated he didn’t know if Staff knew of any issues or not, but he knew it was not working.  Commissioner Sprott stated that the Staff had asked for other counties to send them their ordinance.  Commissioner Sprott stated they would be reviewed and compared to the Darlington County Ordinance.  He stated he would speed up that process if Amber Wall or Sandy could give us some recommendations on what they are concerned about, and then the Commission could review it.

Mr. Jordan reiterated that one of the problems was that the County does not have an engineer.  

Commissioner Sprott asked staff what the turn-around time was for the County contract engineer.  Staff responded that the latest round of revisions were submitted to Pee Dee COG on February 14, 2018 and comments were sent back to Wall Engineering by February 16, 2018.  Commissioner Sprott stated that was 2 days.  
could get those letters, the Commission would take the information under advisement.

Mr. Jordan thanked the Commission for listening.  Chairman White thanked Mr. Jordan for his comments.  


VI. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 16, 2018.    Chairman White called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan
to APPROVE the minutes with changes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, January 16, 2018. Motion carried unanimously.

VII.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  Chairman White called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Travis Bishop to APPROVE the Agenda as presented of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, February 20, 2018. Motion carried unanimously.

VII. COMMUNICATION TOWER APPROVAL – None
* Birdsnest, 2483 Iseman Rd, Darlington, SC 29532

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Staff stated that all requirements had been met.  Staff stated that Jim LaPann with Verizon Wireless was present in the audience, and that Staff had worked with Mr. LaPann on the tower across from the Darlington Raceway about a year-and-a-half ago.  

This entrance to the proposed tower is to be located on the south side of Iseman Rd, approximately 2100’+/- west of the intersection of Iseman Rd and Potato House Rd.  Staff stated that this tower did not go up to the allowed height of 195, topping at 164’ range (with appurtenances).

Chairman White asked if anyone had any questions or would like to discuss the tower.  The Commissioners indicated that there were no questions nor discussion points.  Commissioner Sprott noted that nobody came to comment on the tower.  Chairman White agreed.   

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan to GRANT Final Approval to Verizon Wireless Tower, Site Name Birdsnest, Tower ID# 426326. Motion carried unanimously.

VIII. PPPRELIMINARY APPROVALS – None 
IX. FFINAL APPROVALS –  None
X. AAPPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION ALONG PUBLIC ACCESS – None
XI. VARIANCE REQUESTS – None
XII. SSITE DEVELOPMENT – None
XIII. OOLD BUSINESS - None
XIV. NNEW BUSINESS – None

XV. SSTAFF REPORTS – REVISED 2018 Planning Commission Meeting Schedule.

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Staff stated that there was only one change, by one day in May.  The Commissioners acknowledged this change.

No motions made.  Informational purposes only.

XVI. COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS / REQUESTS 

Chairman White asked about the subdivision ordinance.  Staff stated that they had requested information from other counties on their subdivision ordinances.  Commissioner Jordan asked if Staff could present that information at the next meeting and hopefully that Mr. Jordan would get those letters.  Chairman White asked if Staff knew of anything that was different or particular strange about the Ordinance as compared others.  Staff responded that there was more asked for the subdivision because it was in the MS4, enacting stricter regulations per Article 17.  Chairman White stated that did not have anything to do with Darlington County.  Staff concurred, stating those were Federal Regulations. Staff also stated that DHEC stated they were still about 4 weeks out from the perc tests once they were submitted, and they had been pushed out.  Commissioner Sprott stated that once everything was reviewed and all information was obtained a letter could be written to Mr. Jordan explaining what had been done.  

No motions made.

XVII. ADJOURNMENT

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Travis Bishop and seconded by Commissioner Ralph Segars to ADJOURN the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, February 20, 2018 at 5:46 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.
At the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, April 17, 2018, a MOTION was made by Commissioner Mike Sprott and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to APPROVE the minutes with changes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on February 20, 2018. Motion carried unanimously.

(There was not a March 2018 meeting.)


